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HISTORIC DISIRICTS
WALKING TOUR

This brochure is a self-guided walking tour of Oregon’s downtown
historic district. Belowis a map and a brief description about the
properties on the tour. We suggest you start from the Welcome Center/
Punp House and return to that point at the end. Historic plaques are on
some buildings and locations. We encourage you to read the historic
placues and reflect on what has changed over time. Parking is available
onnearby streets, the Hitching Post parking lot, or the Village Hall park-
ing lot near Waterman Park.

HISTORY OF OREGON

EARLY SETTLERS (1840’s)

The first settlement in the area can be attributed to Bartley Runey who
built a log cabin in 1841 just south of the present day Village of Oregon
at the junction of Union Road and Old Stage Road, located along the
“Old Lead Trail.” The tavem that he established there becane a favorite
stopping place for teamsters hauling lead fromMineral Point to Milwaur
kee. It was also located along the mail route from Janesville to Madison

Robert Thomson, the first settler in what was to becone the Village

of Oregon, built a log cabin in 1842 along the banks of what is now
Thompson’s Creek; near Janesville and S. Perry Parkway. A large
Victorian farmhouse, built on the property in 1839 by Robert’s nephew;
George Thomson, has since been moved to a site outside the village.

CP. Mosely was also one of the first settlers. He built a part log, part
frame house and tavern in 1843 near the site of the present day water
tower on Janesville Street. It served as a place for religious and busi-
ness meetings for the early settlers and became the mucleus of the central
village area. Tt was later purchased by LM Bennett and operated as a
Presbyterian Clurch were held there.
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HISTORY OF OREGON (CONTY)

RAILROAD COMES TO OREGON (1864-1865)

The Beloit and Mhadison Railroad (later part of the Chicago and
Northwestemn) extended the line through the village. The rail-
road was very significant for Oregon to become the nucleus of
settlement m the area. Oregon became an mnportant nucleus

of trade, a shipping point for livestock to the Chicago market
(1890-1930). At the height of rail activity about 15 carloads
per week of livestock went out of Oregon. Grain shipments of
wheat and cats murbered about 100 cars/month.

SUMMARY

Oregon was prinrily settled in the mid-18507s and becane a vi-
brant farming commumnity. Oregon became the center of a nuch
enlarged trade territory. Merchants, artisans and tradesmen set
up shop in the village and served the needs of the population.
The village was the center of economic and social life for the
area residents. As the village grew and became more central to
the people, the outlying settlements soon declined (Lakeview;
Oak Hall, Union, Rutland, Storytown).

Very significant changes come after World War I The coming
of age of the autonmobile for transportation and all the newhigh-
ways and roads clearly mark the change from the agricultural
conmmunity to a “bedrooni” commmnity.

Tt 1s “‘commumnity”” that makes Oregon a special place. Oregonis
what we call home.

Miller, Hizabeth L. and Joan M Getke (2000). South Main Street His-
toric District

Paulson, Florice (1991). A Walk Back in History: Did YouKnow? Ore-
Sesquicentennial Celebration Booklet of the First Presbyterian Church
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2. 134 JANESVILTE ST

3. 116 JANESVILIEST. 4. 112 JANESVILTEST.

5. 104 JANESVILIEST.

6. 134 SOUTHMAINST. 7. 123 SOUTHMAINST.

‘Water Tower

&Mt Ok

lm c. 1945) Building (1899)  C'W. Netherwood Building (1898/1952)

Grady Grocery Store (1915) Tsaac Howe Rental Building (1880, c. 1945)

ﬂemm%hﬂml&»ﬂem Tn 1891 a deep well of water was discoverad, Tk o Saloon was erectedin G Clrl Charles W, Atbutcher shop 1895, ‘The original building was creambrick. The
year asthe vater tower. It whichled o jon of asteel tower with  1899/1900. William Fees bada ing ated fiom 1903 wtil 1910. EE. builds part of the Ore beeandit  font e ves charged in 1925, Tre
transformedirtoa Welcome Certer in204- 215000 gallon wooden tankin 1899, Thistank  business here from 1919-1928. After th, several - Kramer moved the offices of the OREGONGB- 1898 inesses ave beenlocated  became the Village Fill (moved againin 1915). i stare first by M.
015, was replaced by a steel ore in 1921, Thewater  barbers had businesses at this location SERVER here in Feb. 1910, The paper cortimed — bere over the years Grady cpersted a grocery store t this location Terwilliger and 1. . Lindkay. and later by

tower and pup house cperated il 1981. in business at this locationurtil about 1998. il 1935, Geart Shenrpror. By 1909 Kivlin and Kem

hada herdware and plurbing business here.

8 121 SOUTHMAINST. 9. 117 SOUTHMAINST.  10. 115SOUTHMAINST. 11. 111 SOUTHMAINST. 12. 109 SOUTHMAINST. 13. 101 SOUTH MAINST. 14. WORLD WARI

Mhrvin Herdware/ Masoric (1898) CE Powers Bulding (1877 MeDemit Bulding (1899) J.P. Connor’s Building (1900) T MONUVENT

Isaac Howe Drugstore (1880,1907, 1940)
, s

Theoriginal buiding with

e Revival building was built
ialianateinfluenced decarative brickwork It i

in 1898. The second floor the  forhi

This buidirg was recod by C . Poversn 1877 This bulding vas erectdin 1578 or Thonrus B

was upcated in 1907 and again in 1940. A M. Masonic Lodgeuntil 1961. H H. Marvin had

y and jewelry store. By 1908
Arthur Cridde’s drugstore was here andin 1945 i

TR Cowdrey Tailor Shop/ White Hause (878/1911)

“This Ronanesque Revival building was rected
for Bomard MEDeot n 1899 for is general
store, Hevas succaaded by his sens, Geerge

Cowdey's tailor shop. Cowdrey and Buche hada
clothing and shoe store, calling it the White House.

Arthur Ames had ad  hi herewnil 1912, followedby  was purchased by Axel Johnson. The pstairs was — n 1911, theorigial facade with creambrick and il 1918 Later ofher stores,
‘general stores a this location Earl Prichard and Patrick Cissick until 1940and  the site of the first library (1908-1914). Ttalianate-influenced brickwork was changed. Kroger, Felix, Gamrble and Ben Franklin were
then by George Petersonuntil 1971. locate here.
15. 11I3NORTHMAINST.  16. 17ZI\KR[HMAIN SI. 17.200NORTHMAINST. 18 HIIQ]]NGP(B]‘ 19. 117 SPRINGST.

First Natiorel Berk of Qregon

Red Brick School Building

Builtin 1908, it housd J. P. Cernar’s Geeral
Store. His sons cortinued the business il
1924. Tn 1926 Edward Booth and son, Gerald,
puarchased thebuilding and began their fumi-
ture and undertaking busiress there

The Warld War T monument is balievad to bethe
first tribute to WW veterans inthe USS. Tt was
dedicatedon June 10, 1920. Tt now hanors all
veterans.

20, WATERVANPARK.  21. 142 JANESVIITE ST,

Village Fall

This space wasestzblished in 1906 whenthe

T P it ity e et e i
1891, In 1898 the local factory was producing

year. The Qregonplant ceased

'JanﬁNuznlBtk . Ilh;lm].g.ll' 'J]Em t church d onthissite in 1855  The Red Brick School was built in 1922. Tt howsed hitching poss in font of stores were rerroved], .Oegns\ﬁ.l]agﬁiﬂmu:_qidaiml%l, The park is named for the Watermen family who
at 113N Main of d Methodists. - the highschool il 1963. In2007 it wassold to I ﬂ(admﬂ'sv\dlsasafum\« its present site. The WPA project cost $50,000.  donatedthe Jand. From Givil War times down
St inJamary of 1915. The bank closedduring ~ In 1895 the church inchdedthe  Gary Gorman wix d i i OvertheyearsTt hashoused of th h it ite for many 1
ﬂe(}mnapm QOregon’s postofficewas  addition of a steeple. Aneducational wing was of Gorman &Co. Tts name MM mgnm = ihoes  fices, thelibrary, first and second gradeschool  commumity activities. operations in 1900.
ey years. dedto thenorth side of the huxchin 1968, The  at the ineit s bult. whena ke 150's yellow m“ dlasses, and acommity room. A narth wing
i il brick school was once housed the police and fire departments.
2011, when they moved toa new facility. “The remodeling of the building in 1984 includ-

e anewentrance.

TheSmthMamSueaHiamuDmmsam}numa]]yslgmnmmasanmwmi

visually distinct grouping of late commercial buildings. These buildings
create a distinctive downtown area. Eleven buildings in the district were built between 1877 and 1915. The World
War Memorial was erected in 1920,

hi

Th;ar:nalwl’ﬂsvhclargesl 2
including § Revival (Ne
Lodge). A third exanple of aRomarksqm Revival-type building s vh:lVbD:mvn Building.

al s in Qe
Hrdware/ Masoric

Marvin Hardwar

tor

This area served as the core of Oregon’s business district fiom 1877 to 1948. Many of the most
important businesses were located in the South Vain Street district.

Please Note: Many of the stops along the
West Lincoln Street route are private
residences and are not open to the public.
Please respect the owners’ privacy and avoid
trespassing on private property. Please view
these properties only fi-om the public right-

of-way.
HISTORIC LINCOLN STREET

145 WESTTINCOINST. 121 WESTTINCOLNST.

126 WESTTINCOINST.

PROPER

116 WESTTINCOINST. 133 WESTTINCOINST. 357

Algard Howee (c. 18%0) Palner House (c. 1879) ‘Wamer House (c. 1871)

QueenAme Style: GothicRev
Bust for Ferry N Algad (1882-1911) Bt for Oliver MPolrer (IR21-18%%) Bt o Jocob Wemmer (1822-1879) andd.
and his wife Phosbe (Smith) Algard  and his wife Fildsh (FEl) Palmer his wife, Mry (Werlich) Warrer

Gilbert Howse (c. 1890-1900) Rose FHouse(c 1894) "

UNDER
CONSTRUCTION

Style: vemecular frame house Style: mified Queen Ame

Bult for Jon Gilbert’s (1861-19%) Bl for Cliver Rose (1820-1856) antl ;f;mf“ﬂg‘a‘:‘ (1861-156)
pererts, Scryler and Flsy (Fill hisvife " TLodowod)
Gilbert €=d

Style: Quen Ame
Bl for Warren B Chendar (1855

1942) and his vife, Amenda. Market S.




